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“The Play’s the thing."—Ask for Thomas’s Observer. 
COVENT GARDEN THEATRE. 

THE Opera of Les Huguenots was produced at this Theatre last even- 
ing. The libretto to which Meyerbeer has wedded his exquisite music is 
from the pen of the prolific dramatist, M. Scribe, who has selected for 
the subject of his plot the barbarous massacre of the Protestants in Paris, 
on the 24th of August, 1572. With this sanguinary event—the result 
of the machinations of the artful Catherine de Medici—every reader 
of history is acquainted. Into the framework which the memorable Sant 
Barthelemi has yielded him, the author, availing himself of dramatic 
license, has introduced fictitious incidents and characters of his own crea- 
tion. ‘In the Opera,” to quote the preface to Schloss’s manager’s edition, 
“the union of a youngProtestant nobleman, Rauol de Nangis, and aCatholic 
lady, Valentine de St. Bris, to whom he is attached, is the means by 
which it is hoped the conciliation of the two parties will be effected.” 
These personages, as well as St. Bris, the father of Valentine, who is the 
leader of the Catholics and instigator of the massacre in the drama, are 
imaginary. The carnage was devised by Catherine de Medici, who forced 
her feeble son, Charles IX., to become her accomplice. For the ex- 
ecution of her sanguinary plot, she attracted the principal Huguenot 
leaders to Paris, on pretence of uniting the two hostile parties through 
the marriage of the King of Navarre, afterwards Henry IV., with Mar- 
garet de Valois, the youngest sister of Charles IX. The marriage took 
place on the 18th of August, and on the 24th of the same month the Pro- 
testants were butchered. With this departure from history, M. Scribe 
has constructed an interesting story, abounding in points of much dramatic 
interest, though it must be admitted that the nuptial blessing, bestowed 

* on Rauol and Valentine by the former’s servant, immediately after the 
death of the lady’s gallant husband, is a rather outré invention in the way 
of romance, for which impromptu union the impending martyrdom of the 
lovers is, however, an apology. 

The music is equal, if not superior, to that in the Opera of Robert 
the Devil, by the same composer, and was very satisfactorily executed 
by the vocalists to whom it was intrusted. On the fall of the curtain, 
Madame Heinefetter, who had already been recalled, Staudigl and Breit- 
ing, were summoned again before a numerous audience, amid great ap- 
plause, bouquets and wreaths falling at their feet. 

HAYMARKET THEATRE. 

Tuts house was well attended last night. This evening, Bubbles of 
the Day will be repeated for the second time, followed by Zhe Lrish 
Tutor, and Tom Noddy’s Secret. 

M. de Melcy and Madame Grisi.—M. de Melcy, who, as our readers 
remember, suffered the judgment of separation sued for by his wife, 

Julia Grisi, to go by default, has just addressed a letter to the Gazette 

des Tribunaux, in which he declares that there was not one word of 
| truth in all that was stated on her part to the tribunal, except the fact 
that he had refused to receive her back. He adds that if Mme.Grisi has 
not lost her memory, she must know why her husband refused to receive 
her; that the separation de facto took plaee so far back as the 15th of 
August, 1838, and resolved on for wrongs that were not on the part of 
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her husband, in terms settled and agreed upon by honorable mediators, 
which leave no grounds for any charge against him, M. de Melcy, and 
that since this period he has never seen her. 

A new Ballet Pantomime, by Fitzball, is to be one of the first novelties 
at Covent Garden. Macready has also accepted a new Operetta from the 
same author, the music by Alexander Lee. 

The Theatre Royal, Birmingham, closes this week with Macready, 
Anderson, and Miss Ellen Faucit. 


cleans Fashionable Lounges. 
To the Editor of The Theatrical Observer, 


Dear Mr. Eprror,—Just wish to say a word—beg pardon, hope I don’t intrude 
—but will you excuse me—I have to mention that I’ve arranged so as to rub 
shoulders with my friends and the fashionable world at one or other of the Grand 
Lounges about town :— 

Monday, stroll to Mapame Iussaun’s elegant Exhibition, Golden Corinthian 
Saloon, Baker-street, Portman-square.—Just added to her unrivalled collection the 
King of Prussia, the Prince of Wales, Commissioner Lin and his Consort, modelled 
for this exhibition byLamqua, of Canton, with the original magnificent dresses, &c. 
obtained at a great risk ; the only figures of the kind ever seen in Europe. Also just 
added, the Princess Royal, in her beautiful cot, with the gorgeous Robes of George 
the Fourth designed by himself at a cost of 18,0000, 

Tuesday, paid another visit to the TuHamMes TUNNEL as it will be shortly closed 
to the public, in order to make the necessary preparations for opening it as a 
thoroughfare for foot passengers. It is open daily, (Sunday excepted) from 9 in 
the morning until dark, and lighted with gas. The Tunnel is now completed, 
and is 1,200 feet in length, and the present entrance is on the Surrey side of the 
river, close to Rotherhithe Church. 

Afterwards visit the Diorama, Regent’s Park.—NowExhibiting two new views, 
The Village of Algana, in Piedmont, and The Shrine of the Nativity at Bethlehem. 

Wednesday, call at 21, Old Bond Street, to hear the extraordinary novelty, 
The Rock Harmonicon, which produces tones of the richest and sweet st harmony, 
wholly produced from fragments found among the Rocks of the majestic Skiddaw, 
in Cumberland. It extends toa compass of five octaves and a half, accompanied 
with all the additional semitones. This extraordinary instrument is the invention 
of Mr. Joseph Richardson, and his three sons perform on it, daily, from 10 o’clock 
until Dusk. The variety of tunes they execute are really endless. 

Thursday, I am to be found at the Magic Cave, 35, Strand, admiring a most 
interesting view of The City of Hamburgh, painted by Mr. Cox, from sketches 
taken upon the spot by James Medhurst, Esq., towards the end of the late disas- 
trous conflagration. The extraordinary effect produced gives nearly all the reality 
of the fire itself. In additiou to this view there are seventeen others equally 
effective. Open from 10 in the morning until 10 at night.— Admission 6d. 

You may talk of eye snuff, but after having the head-ache for a year, popped 
into Perrine’s, 85, Strand. got one of his superb Beavers, so light lost the head- 
ache in a minute—was shewn one of his elegant Velvet Hats, could not resist 
buying one of them also, price 13s —wonderful. 

In my way from the Theatre, drop into the Harmonic Meeting, held at Evans’s 
Grand Hotel, King Street, Covent Garden,- quite delighted with the excellence ot 
the singing—commences every evening at ten o'clock. When Mrs. P. is out of 
town, stay a week, and only pay a guinea for bed and breakfast. I’m always to 
be found on Saturday, at half-past five, at the Convivial Dinner held here. 

Friday, called at Emmert’s, 27, Holborn Hill, to view his Novel Pen Maker, 
by which any one can make a superior Pen in less than one minute! also his im- 
proved Needle Threader, to enable Ladies, whose sight is impaired to thread their 
needles with the greatest ease—a most ingenious contrivance. 

Strolled along Regent Street—stumbled upon GeEnt’s newly opened BiLi1aRD 
Rooms, 251, Regent Circus, (two doors from Oxford-st.)—like to see wh.at’s going 
on—looked into the public room—fairly staggered back with amazement—such a 
Slate Table ! ! !—certainly the most magnificent one ever yet produced, and for 
precision quite a mathematical treat. I was on my way to the Polytechnic to get 
electrified, but found I did not require it.—A fashionable lounge forBilliard players. 

Hearing of Wuson’s famous New Footed Boots, called at his depdt for 
New, Misfitted, and Second-hand Boots and Shoes, 95, & 97, Holborn Hill, [op- 
posite St. Andrew’s Church,] found them of the most superior description both in 
fashion, make, and material, prices from 10s. 6d. to 16s.—also inspected his very 
best boots, which he makes to measure at 25s.—these cannot be surpassed. There 
is a distinct department for Ladies and Children at 97, which is very convenient.— 
Mrs. P. intends going . 12 

Saturday, I examine Miss Lrnwoop’s curious NeedleWork, Leicester Square— 
lately added other beautiful specimens of her art.— But I intrude —beg pardon— 
Your’s, &«—PAUI. PRY. 











Theatre Royal, English Opera. 
Madame Sala's Benefit. 
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This Evening, (8th Time) a New Fairy Romance, in Two Acts, by 
WILLIAM COLLIER, entitled 


“THE KISS ;” 


Alexis, (a yonng Peasant) Mr BAKKER, 
Hermann, MrC.WHLIE, Michael, MrCOLLETT, 
Rudolph, (a Demon,) Mr A. WIGAN, 
Linda, MrsttMDEN, Bertha,(anOrphan) MissCRISP 
Berina, .: (the Fairy of the Lake) .. Miss GOULD, 
After which, an Interlude, by Mr. F. Sala, called 


My Maiden Aunts. 


Maj Berrington,M: Granby,F:ankAustinMrHemming 
MrTappleton, Mrlurnour, James, Mrlreland, 
Chevalier Blaise Bignac....  ........Mr A.Wigan, . 
Aunt Hannah, Madame Sala, 

AuntKate, MissPincott, Lady Malvern, MissFairbrother 


In the course of the Evening. a variety of , 
Vocal and Instrumental Music. 


To be followed by, (8thTime) a NewFarce, in Two Acts, byR.B.Peake, 
Esq., called 


UNCLE RIP. 


Mr Twitter, Mr F. Matthews, Addleton, MrGranby, 
.Sampscn,MrQOxberry, PodgingtonPliant, MrJ.Bland, 
Rodérick Falcon, Mr Hemming, 
Rippington Falcon, Mr Harley, Banks, MrGarden, 
French Waiter,MrA.Wigan, CabDriver, VrIreland, 
MrsDamper.MrsTayleure, MrsSampson,MrsHumby, 
Sophia Jennings, Miss Hnghes, 

To conclude with, (14th Time) a Burletta, in One Act, entitled The 


Water Witehes ! 


Water Witch Crew. 

Fanny Sparks, MissPincott,Caroline Dormer MissCrisp 
ClaraCoui tney, VissFairbrother, Maria,MissHughes, 
Coxswain... Murray. 

Members of the Funny Club. 
TomTownend, Mr J. Vining, Charles, Mr Barker, 
Augustus, MrA.Wigan, Frank, MrW.H.Bland, 
Joe Smith, (Coxswain) Oxberry. 
Mittens, Miss Murray, Betsey, Miss! aylor. 




















Theatre Royal, Covent Garden. 


‘German Opera. 
To-morrow Evening, the Grand Opera, in Five Acts, of The 


HUGUENOTS. 


With entirely New and extensive Scenery and Machinery, Decorations, 
aud Costumes. 
The New Scenery, by the Messrs. GRIEVE. 
The Decorations by Mr.W. BRADWELL. 
The whole of the Music (for the 2nd time on the English Stage) by 
MEYERBEER. 

Count de St Bris ..... ..... Herr MELLINGER, 
Count de Nevers, Herr SCHWEM VER, 
Rauol de Nangis .............. Herr BREITING, 
De Tavannes, Herr ERNST, 

De Cosse, Herr BENSCH. ‘Thorre, Herr WEIS, 
Meru, Herr FREUND, Retz, Herr PICHON, 
Marcel, Herr STAUDIGL, 

Urban .. (a Page) .. Demoiselle WK TTLAUFER, 
Maurevert, Herr ROSSI, 








ES Or ae . Herr FRUHLING, 
Head of the Knight Watch, Herr BRUCKER, 
Margaret de Valois ........ Demoiselle LUI ZER, 


Valentine, Madame S. HEINEKFETTER, 
Fiest and Second Ladies of ‘the Court, Demoiselles 
GNED and DEIL. 


Herr LACHNER, 


(Musical Director in Ordinary to theGrand Duke of Baden) will preside 
over the 


ORCHESTRA 


Which will be composed, on a very Extensive Scale, of eminent German 
Musicians. 


Conductor, Herr GANZ. 


ngs Prices of Admission :— 


Dress Boxes, 7s. First and Second Circles, 5s. Pit 3s. 6d. 
Gallery 2s. 
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